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BASELWORLD 2010

Press Day, March 17, 2010 

Speech by Sylvie Ritter, Managing Director BASELWORLD

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish you a warm welcome to BASELWORLD and take great pleasure in wel​coming you back each year to the largest World Watch and Jewellery Show. 

There was a lot of uncertainty and questions about the future at the 2009 exhibi​tion. However, the 2010 event is sure to reveal a revitalised industry. 
The economic climate was challenging for most of 2009, and of course this had a negative impact on the watch and jewellery sector. However, we are now able to progress at a steadier pace and overall we are more economically efficient.
Those with experience have a wise attitude and often say that economically challenging times make the strong grow stronger, while the weaknesses of the weakest are exposed.

Here at BASELWORLD, the leading World Watch and Jewellery Show, we don’t question this theory.
The fact is that BASELWORLD is fully booked. We have the same number of exhibitors as we had in 2009, and this has remained unchanged for several years. It is worth mentioning that our aim has never been to increase the num​ber of exhibitors, but to offer the kind of space that will allow existing exhibitors to present their brands and products in the best way and to meet journalists from around the world.

This year, many buyers and exhibitors decided to take part in less shows and events for economic reasons. And many have focussed exclusively on BASEL​WORLD, demonstrating their appreciation of our show. And this, of course, actually strengthens BASELWORLD’s influence and status – reinforcing its leading, international position.
You will see yourselves, that the buyers – both trade representatives as well as retailers – will undoubtedly be more visible at the show, compared to last year. In addition to this, we have some really dynamic exhibitors from all over the world. As a result, there is a lot for you to discover in the week ahead, including new stands, new brands and a host of product launches promising to attract international attention.

In the same way that BASELWORLD’s leading role has been strengthened by the economic crisis, so too has it strengthened proactive companies in the watch and jewellery sector. Top companies will improve their position and conti​nue to develop, and such businesses will enhance their profiles and maintain their respected reputations.

However in these changing times, one thing remains constant and has stood the test of time: jewellery and its purpose. In ancient history, jewellery attracted admiring attention and it continues to be a status symbol. Jewellery touches people. Across all cultures, jewellery is regarded as precious. In the 21st centu​ry, this cultural heritage is as significant as ever. One look around us today will confirm this! Contemporary watches or precious items of jewellery are just as important nowadays as jewellery has been in previous centuries. The joy felt when purchasing a watch or piece of jewellery always quickly returns again after times of crisis. The demand for watches and jewellery which has streng​thened in recent months is proof of this, and should make BASELWORLD 2010 another excellent year. 

BASELWORLD leads the way by identifying trends for the entire watch and jewellery market. Exhibitors from all over the world are present from the watch, jewellery, precious gemstones and related sectors. The event presents both large businesses and small, independent companies who are involved in every part of the trade – brands, manufacturers and also publishers. From a 10m2 exhibition stand to an area covering several thousand m2 across several levels, there are different options to suit all exhibitors, tailored to their budgets and needs and designed to optimise business networking opportunities. Without a doubt, these are all excellent reasons for why the international industry meets up in Basel each year!
As representatives of the media, you have a key function, both during this show and the whole year round. I also wish to thank you for your commitment. To show our appreciation, I would like to invite you to our press party, which will take place this evening from 9 pm in the BASELWORLD Village, our venue for evening events situated outside the show area. Free shuttle buses operate from Exhibition Square to the Village. I look forward to joining you for a relaxing and enjoyable evening.

I would also like to express my thanks to the exhibitors and the Exhibitors’ Com​mittee for their excellent cooperation and support. My thanks also go to my entire team who work tirelessly, and without whom this exhibition would not be possible.

I wish you all a wonderful day, a pleasant stay in our city and many successful meetings at the show with plenty of exciting surprises and good finds. Many thanks for your attention.

((The spoken word applies))
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